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Introduction
To meet the health needs of their patients, future physicians need a broad and practical understanding of the relationship between community factors (e.g., income inequality, culture, environment, education) and individual health.  Leaders in twenty-first century will need to integrate biomedicine with the cutting-edge aspects of public health, environmental health, and health policy.  Social medicine encompasses this interdisciplinary approach.
The Pathway in Social Medicine is a 4-year curriculum that includes two main components:  weekly seminars with regional and national leaders; a community-based, longitudinal experience supported by faculty mentorship. The Pathway includes curricular and scholarly mentorship from its directors Dr. Lee Sanders (Pediatrics) and Dr. Erin Kobetz (Epidemiology), as well as other faculty mentorship from across the medical campus.  Students in the Pathway have ready access to the staff and resources of the Jay Weiss Center for Social Medicine and Health Equity.
Requirements for Completion
Completion of the pathway requires participation in weekly didactic sessions, a longitudinal service-learning partnership with a community-based organization (CBO), and a mentored scholarly project in the fields of social medicine, preventive health, health equity, health policy or health advocacy.  This scholarly product should be suitable for presentation at a national meeting or submission to a peer-reviewed journal.  Faculty advisors will provide guidance on the themes, substance and style of the scholarly papers.  Each paper will be reviewed by a committee of faculty and community advisors to provide feedback on its scholarly merit, its community import, and opportunities for further work.  
Student Learning Goals
1. To understand the social determinants of health, including institutional and societal barriers to providing care for vulnerable populations;
2. To review the evidence base for reducing health disparities, including the role of health systems, community-based organizations and healthy policies;
3. To partner with community agencies that work in resource-poor and multi-cultural communities; and
4. To pursue opportunities for community-based participatory research and/or health advocacy.

STUDENT GUIDELINES for PATHWAY PARTICIPATION
I.  Attendance 

Each student is expected to attend each of the weekly discussion sessions and to attend each of the monthly Jay Weiss Center Grand Rounds.
II.  Participation in Community-based Activities
Each student is expected to commit at least 2 hours per month to work collaboratively with a single community-based organization (CBO) through the end of their medical school training.   In partnership with fellow students and with guidance from a faculty mentor, this CBO collaboration is meant to facilitate a “real-world” experience with community leaders that will help inform the student’s learning in discussion sessions and during the clinical training.
III. Presentations and Papers
In the fall of each year, each student is expected to present their work-to-date (individually or as part of a group) at an annual Student Presentation session held before their peers and participating faculty.  By the spring of their final year in the Pathway, each student is expected to present their work (scholarship, advocacy, or service learning) at a regional or national peer-reviewed meeting or in manuscript form suitable for publication in a peer-reviewed journal.   
III.  Stipends
Each year, each student will receive a limited stipend from the Jay Weiss Center for Social Medicine and Health Equity.  The stipend is meant to help support the following activities consistent with the Pathway’s aims and goals: purchase of relevant books or training materials, participation in a national research or educational meeting, travel or training expenses.  Approval for expenses should be sought in writing at least 2 weeks in advance.  Approval for international travel expenses should be sought at least 2 months in advance.
IV.   Participation in International Health Elective Courses
Students in the Pathway are not expected to participate in International Health Elective Courses.
Pathway students who do choose to participate in such courses, however, are expected to abide by University and Pathway standards.  (See University of Miami “Guidelines for Participation in International Health Electives” and the “Release and Indemnification of All Claims and Covenent Not to Sue” Agreement.)  In addition to complying with these agreements, a Pathway student who chooses to participate in an international health experience is expected to provide the following information to the Pathway Directors for approval at least 2 months in advance of any experience:  the specific timing and location of the learning experience, a written set of learning goals and objectives, the name of the University of Miami faculty member who will serve as the student’s mentor, and contact information and credentials for the physician supervisor at the learning site (including local university affiliation).  Within 2 months of returning from the international experience, each student will be expected to present a 2 – 3 page paper and a 20-30 minute oral presentation summarizing the specific outcomes of the experience, consistent with the learning goals and objectives.
 Grand Rounds Series

The Jay Weiss Center Grand Round Series aims to provide the entire University of Miami community with national and international perspectives on cutting-edge research and policy debates shaping the future health of communities.  Since its inception in 2006, the Series has brought to our campus some of the nation’s leading intellectuals and policymakers concerned with the pursuit of health equity.  All Grand Rounds are publicly available for viewing at www.jayweisscenter.org.  A selected list of featured speakers follows:

2006 
· Pascal J. Goldschmidt, MD
Dean, University of Miami Miller School of Medicine 
Educating Doctors: The Global Era  

· Paul Farmer, MD, PhD
Professor, Harvard Medical School; Director, Partners in Care
Social Medicine in Practice:  Examples from Africa and Latin America

· Jeffrey Brosco, M.D., PhD
Associate Professor, University of Miami
Death is a Social Disease

· Marie Denise Gervais, M.D.
Director, Clinic at the Center for Haitian Studies
Health Care in Little Haiti: Addressing Disparities in our own Backyard

2007 
· Ellen Chesler, Ph.D.
Director, Eleanor Roosevelt Initiative on Women and Public Policy at Roosevelt House, Hunter College 
Women's Health: A Global Policy Agenda

· Jo Ivey Boufford, M.D.
President, The New York Academy of Medicine
Leadership Development in Global Health

· Ethan Nadelmann, J.D., Ph.D
Executive Director, Drug Policy Alliance
Rethinking The Global War on Drugs - Past, Present, Future

· Judy Ann Bigby, M.D.
Medical Director, Center for Perinatal and Family Health, Brigham & Women's Hospital
A Framework for Understanding Health Disparities

· Edward O’Neil Jr., M.D.
President, Omni Med
Global Health Inequality: A Call to Understanding and Action 

· Marvin O'Quinn
CEO, Jackson Health System
Balancing Jackson’s Mission with Financial Viability 

· Claude Earl Fox, MD, MPH
Director, Johns Hopkins Urban Health Institute 
Is Government Really Able to Change Health Status? 

· Robert Fullilove, Ed.D.
Associate Dean, Public Health, Columbia University
Examining Trends in the US AIDS Epidemic

· Arthur Fournier, MD
Associate Dean, Office of Community Health Affairs, University of Miami Miller School of Medicine
Service Learning in Global Health – What Medical Students Can Do

· Jennifer Staple, BS
Founder, Unite for Sight
High Impact Quality Care Through Social Entrepreneurship

2008

· Erin Kobetz, PhD, MPH
Assistant Professor, Epidemiology, University of Miami Miller School of Medicine
Cancer Disparities in Little Haiti: The Role of Community-based Participatory Research

· Cheryl Little, JD 
Director, Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Immigration Detainee Medical Care

· Heidi L. Behforouz, MD
Medical director of the Prevention and Access to Care and Treatment (PACT) project
PACT: A community health worker approach to reducing HIV health disparities in urban United States

· Dr. Isaac Zulu, MD, M.Med, MPH
Associate Chief, Clinical Research for the CDC-Zambia, Honorary Lecturer at the University of Zambia School of Medicine
The Antiretroviral Therapy (ART) Roll out in Zambia: Early Outcomes and Challenges

· The Honorable Steven Leifman, J.D. 
Associate Administrative Judge, Miami-Dade County Court; Chair of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida’s Mental Health Committee; Creator of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit Criminal Mental Health Project
Transforming Florida’s Mental Health System

· Victor W. Sidel, MD
Distinguished University Professor of Social Medicine, Montefiore Medical Center and Albert Einstein College of Medicine
Adjunct Professor of Public Health, Weill Medical College of Cornell 
University Preventing the Health and Environmental Consequences of War: A 21st Century Task for Health Workers

· Eliseo J. Perez-Stable, MD
Professor of Medicine at the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) School of Medicine
The Latino Health Paradox

· Kenneth Goodman, Ph.D. & Ray Moseley, Ph.D.
Kenneth Goodman, Ph.D., Professor, University of Miami, Department of Medicine; Director, University of Miami Bioethics Program 
Ray Moseley, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Program in Bioethics, Law and Medical Professionalism (BLMP), University of Florida
Ethics and Student Medical Missions: Balancing Social Justice and Personal Ambition

2009
· Paul Wise, MD
Professor, Pediatrics and Health Policy, Stanford University
Child Rights and Child Health: Meeting Needs in the Poorest Places on Earth

· Sheri Fink, MD
Pulitzer Prize Winner; Journalist (NPR, ProPublica); Consultant, Doctors without Borders 
Medical Ethics during Natural and Man-Made Disasters

· Lee Sanders, MD, MPH
Associate Professor, Pediatrics, University of Miami
Health Literacy and Health Disparities:  The Science

· Paul Farmer, MD, PhD
Professor, Harvard Medical School; Director, Partners in Care
Community-based Care for Infectious Disease and the Future of Antibiotic Resistance

· Michael A. Carrera
Director, Children’s Aid Society, Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention Programs
Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention: A Holistic Approach

2010
· David Lawrence, Jr.
Chair, The Children’s Movement of Florida; Former Publisher, Miami Herald
Agents for Change in South Florida

· Guerda Nicolas, PhD
Chair, Department of Education and Psychological Studies, University of Miami
Understanding and Integrating Cultural Factors in Research and Practice

· Stephen Symes, MD
Associate Professor, Division of Infectious Diseases, and Program Director, Internal Medicine Training Program at the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine
Documenting Abuse for Victims of Torture and Asylum Seekers

· Christopher Dodd, MD, MA
Jay Weiss Resident in Internal Medicine and Global Health Equity
Crossing the Chasm Between Basic Science to Healthcare Delivery Science: The Managua Cardiovascular Health Institute

· Elizabeth Greig, BA (MD Pending, May 2010)
Haiti Response Medical Student, Jay Weiss Center Pathway in Social Medicine
Disaster Planning and Response: The Shock of the Worst Case Scenario in Haiti

Elective Opportunities

Clinical Rotations
In response to student interest and informed by student input, we are in the process of designing two clinical electives primarily for participants in the Social Medicine Pathway.

The Health Disparities and Community Health Elective Course will aim to expose students to federal, state and local organizations, innovative projects, and collaborative efforts to reduce health disparities in the Greater Miami-Dade and South Florida communities.  This may include, but not be limited to, the County Department of Health; the Jay Weiss Center’s Overtown Partners in Care Program; the Women, Infant and Children’s Nutrition Programs; the Open Door Health Clinic for Migrant families; Healthy Start Program to improve prenatal care and reduce infant mortality; Children’s Medical Services, for children with chronic illness; the Center for Haitian Studies; Miami-Dade County Public Schools; and the Area Health Education Center.

The International Health Elective Course will aim to support international health education by helping create meaningful learning goals, supported by strong UM and non-UM faculty mentorship.  The course will require significant student engagement before, during and after the course, including a public presentation and a written summary representing the specific objectives met by the experience.

Legislative Advocacy Training

Several local organizations -- including the Human Services Coalition, Florida CHAIN and AHEC – offer training in legislative advocacy, as well as opportunities to participate in local and statewide activities related to health advocacy.  This may include participation in “Dade Days,” an opportunity to convene with Maimi-Dade’s legislative delegation in Tallahassee, and issue-specific work with legislators and/or their staff.  With sufficient student interest and input, we can work to partner with these organizations to involve students in this training.

Language Training

The Social Medicine Pathway does not provide funding or require training in any foreign language.  Given the cultural and language diversity of the Miami community (the nation’s only metropolitan area with >60% of residents foreign born), however, seeking additional language skills is natural for our students.   The University of Miami offers accelerated language courses in Spanish, Portuguese, and Mandarin Chinese.  For more information, see http://www.educationmiami.com/ili/alc.

Other Resources

List of Faculty Mentors / Scholarly Interests 

Most medical faculty list their clinical, research, and community interests on their University of Miami Faculty Profile web page.  Among the faculty currently participating as mentors in the Social Medicine Pathway, their interests include the following:

	Name
	Department
	Research Area(s)

	Carl Schulman, MD
	Surgery
	Environmental Health 
Injury Prevention among Elderly

	Erin Kobetz, PhD
	Epidemiology
	Culture / Health Behaviors
Community Health Workers
Cervical Cancer Prevention


	Gail Schor-Posner, PhD
	Epidemiology
	Culture and Health
HIV and Alcohol Use

	Gilbert St. Jean, PhD
	Epidemiology
	Acculturation 
Risky teen health behaviors 


	Gillian Hotz, PhD
	Neurosurgery
	Preventing Traumatic Brain Injury


	Guillermo Prado, PhD
	Epidemiology
	Culture and Health Behaviors
Teen Risky Behaviors (HIV and substance use)

	John Beier, PhD
	Epidemiology
	Environmental Health
Vector-borne Diseases

	Lee Sanders, MD, MPH
	Pediatrics
	Health Literacy / Language Barriers
Children with Chronic Illness
Obesity Prevention
Injury Prevention

	Olveen Carrasquillo, MD
	Medicine
	Community Health Workers
Chronic Disease Management

	Ruby Natale, PhD
	Pediatrics
	Preschool Centers
Infant Mental Health
Obesity Prevention

	Sonjia Kenya, PhD
	Family Medicine
	Health Education
Community Health Workers
Chronic Illness Management

	Steven Symes, MD
	Medicine
	HIV / TB Management
Undocumented Immigrants 
Asylum Seekers
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